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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

GRANADA HILLS SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

Thursday, August 5, 2021, Time: 6:30 pm  

Zoom meeting by telephone (audio only) or online (audio and video) 

By phone dial (669) 900-9128, or toll-free numbers 888-475-4499, 877-853-5257, 833-

548-0282, 833-548-0276 and press # or go to zoom.us/j to join the meeting via the 

Zoom platform.  Enter this webinar ID: 875-1744-8255 to join. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87517448255 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Michael Benedetto. President 
Colleen Toumayan, Vice President 
Launa Bogartz, Treasurer 
Carlos Amador, Member  
John Horn, Member 
Varej Isanians, Member 
Michael Jordan, Member 
George Karam,  Member 
 

Sally Kolstad, Member 
Christine LaMonica, Member 
Jerilyn Lopez-Mendoza, Member 
Emayatzy Oliver, Member 
Abbey Ronquillo, Member 
Carolyn Sanderson, Member 
Chantal Serrano, Member 
Brad Smith, Member 
Chavon Smith, Member 
 
 

 
  

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) AND DUE 
TO CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE BOARD OF GRANADA HILLS SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY TELEPHONICALLY.  TO ACCESS 
DOCUMENTS RELEVANT TO THIS MEETING GO TO GHSNC.ORG AND CLICK ON THE LINK IN THE 
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT.  INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE GIVEN TO 
PARTICIPANTS AT THE START OF THE MEETING. 
 

L.A. City Charter Sec 900. Purpose (Of Neighborhood Councils) To promote more citizen 

participation in government and make government more responsive to local needs, a citywide 

system of neighborhood councils, and a Department of Neighborhood Empowerment is 

created. Neighborhood councils shall include representatives of the many diverse interests in 

communities and shall have an advisory role on issues of concern to the neighborhood. 

I. Call to order  

II. Roll Call  

III.  President’s Comments: 
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IV. Public Comment: The public is requested to dial *9 if calling in or use the raise hand 

function on the Zoom screen when prompted by the presiding officer to address the Board on 

any agenda item before the Board takes action on an item. Comments from the public on 

agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments 

from the public on matters that are not appearing on the agenda and that are within the 

Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note 

that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its 

attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member 
of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is 
limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the 
Board. 
 
V. Community Speakers 

A. LAUSD District 3 (Tara Vahdani, Scott Schmerlson) 
B. Council District 12 (Matt Vallecilla) 
C. Mayor’s Office (Vahid Khorsand) 
D. DONE, (NEA Freddy Cupen-Ames) 
E. Budget Advocate (Brian Allen) 
F. Congressional District 29 (Osvaldo Ramirez) 
G. Congressional District 30 (Mikalye Lowrey) 
H. LAPD Senior Lead Officer or alternate rep (Lead Officers 

Sellers/Parker/Volunteer Richard Fisk) 
 

VI.  Presentation by Scott Harmen  from the LA Arborist department regarding the  
      deodora trees on white oak  

 
VII.     A. Appointment of Committee Members and conformation 
          B. Discussion and possible election of a Secretary  
          C. To Elect Abbey Ronquillo Chair of Youth Committee 
          D.  “Discussion and possible action to appoint board members to attend     
                 the 2021 Civic University for Neighborhood Councils scheduled on                                                                       
       September 9, 23 and 30, 2021.”  
 
 
VIII. Approval of July 1, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes. 
 
IX     Budget Issues 

A.  Approval of Budget report and Monthly Expenditures for July 2021 
B. Approval of a check in the amount of $688.48 to Board Member Sally 

Kolstad for expenditures on the Senior Greeting Card project.  These 
expenditures were previously approved at the October 2020 regular meeting 
($600.00) and the December 2020 meeting (up to an additional $200). 

C. Approval of a check in the Total amount of $580.60 to Board Member Mike 
Benedetto for expenditures Public Storage of $ 327.60 for July 2021 and 
$253.00 for August 2021 

      
X        Board Issues 
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A.    Discussion and possible action to approve a Neighborhood Purpose Grant in the 

amount of $1,500 for the "Volunteers Cleaning Communities," (VCC) which is a 
grassroots local organization headed by Jill Mather whose programs reach out to 
the public to Volunteer their time to help CLEAN-UP THEIR COMMUNITY.  

 
XI    Board Members comments and Submission of Agenda Items. 
 
 

 
                           Next Regular Meeting of the  

            Granada Hills South Neighborhood Council-  

               Thursday September 2, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
 
 
XII. Adjournment  
 
The agenda is posted for public review at: 1) Granada Hills Chamber of Commerce, 17723 
Chatsworth St. Granada Hills, CA 91344; and 2) GHSNC Website: www.ghsnc.org and address: 
11024 Balboa Blvd., Box 767; Granada Hills, CA 91344. In compliance with Government Code 
section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the committee 
members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website by clicking the following link: 
www.ghsnc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record 
related to an item on the agenda, please contact Julie Carson at jcarson@ghsnc.org. THE 
AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT; As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, 
and activities. Sign language interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request 
at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org. 
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       CITY OF LOS ANGELES    
GRANADA HILLS SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES, Thursday, July 1, 2021 
DRAFT Minutes [to be replaced by “Approved _[Month]_ _[date]_, 202_[year]_”] 

 
In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020) and due to 
concerns over COVID-19, this duly noticed meeting was held entirely online and telephonically. 

 
Document copies were available at www.ghsnc.org and shown online. 
 
GHSNC (and all other) Meeting Minutes are a summary; Minutes were not, are not and are 
never meant to be an exact, verbatim, word-for-word transcript or comprehensive record of what 
was said at a Meeting.  Exceptions: Motions/Resolutions (as stated at the Meeting, which take 
precedence over versions written on the Agenda, if different); quotes (words that have quotation 
marks (“”) at the beginning and ending of a word or words); and other wording from the Agenda 
such as the first paragraph(s) of some Items.  Items are listed in and match the same order as 
on the Agenda. 

 
I.  Call to order (DONE NEA) 

Outgoing President Dave Beauvais called the Meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call (DONE NEA) 
Roll Call was taken by Freddy Cupen-Ames, Neighborhood Empowerment Advocate, 
L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment [DONE; 818-374-9890; Freddy.Cupen-
Ames@LACity.org www.EmpowerLA.org.  Thirteen of the 17 Board Members were 
present online at the Roll Call: Carlos Amador, Mike Benedetto, John Horn, Michael 
Jordan, George Karam, Sally Kolstad, Christine Lamonica, Emayatzy Oliver, Carolyn 
Sanderson, Chantal Serrano, Chavon Smith, Brad Smith and Colleen Toumayan.  
Launa Bogartz and Abbey Ronquillo arrived later.  Verej Isanians (unexcused) and 
Jerilyn Mendoza (excused) were absent.  The GHSNC quorum (the minimum number 
of Board Members needing to be present to take binding votes on Agendized Items) 
was nine (see the Bylaws link at www.empowerla.org/ghsnc), so the Board could take 
such votes.  All 17 Board Seats were filled (by election or appointment).  No Board 
Seat was vacant. 
 

III. Administration of Oath of Office for incoming Board (outgoing President) 
 

Board Member Launa Bogartz arrived online by this time (6:42), making 14 Board 
Members present online (the GHSNC quorum is nine). 
 

Mr. Beauvais administered the Oath of Office to Carlos Amador, Mike Benedetto, 
Launa Bogartz, John Horn, Michael Jordan, George Karam, Sally Kolstad, Christine 
Lamonica, Emayatzy Oliver, Abbey Ronquillo, Carolyn Sanderson, Chantal Serrano, 
Brad Smith and Colleen Toumayan. 
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IV. Election of New Officers 

President (DONE NEA) 
 
Mr. Jordan nominated Mike Benedetto as President.  Ms. Oliver nominated John 
Horn as President; Mr. Horn declined the nomination. 
 
Ms. Toumayan spoke in support of Mr. Benedetto. 
 
Mike Benedetto received 10 votes for President (Amador, Benedetto, Bogartz, 
Jordan, Kolstad, Lamonica, Sanderson, Serrano, Brad Smith and Toumayan); 
one opposed (Oliver); three abstained (Horn, Karam and Chavon Smith). 
 
Mike Benedetto was elected as GHSNC President. 
 

Mr. Cupen-Ames turned over the Presiding Officership to newly-elected President 
Benedetto at this time. 

 
Vice President (President) 

 
Ms. Kolstad nominated and Mr. Amador seconded nominating Colleen Toumayan 
as Vice-President.  Ms. Oliver nominated Carlos Amador as Vice-President; Mr. 
Amador declined the nomination. 
 
Colleen Toumayan received 11 votes for Vice-President (Amador, Benedetto, 
Bogartz, Jordan, Kolstad, Lamonica, Oliver, Sanderson, Serrano, Brad Smith and 
Toumayan); zero opposed; three abstained (Horn, Karam and Chavon Smith). 
 
Colleen Toumayan was elected as GHSNC Vice-President. 
 

Secretary (President) 
 
There were no volunteers or nominations for Secretary. 
 

Treasurer (President) 
 
Mr. Benedetto nominated and Ms. Kolstad seconded nominating Launa Bogartz 
as Treasurer.  There were no other nominations. 
 

Board Member Abbey Ronquillo arrived online at this time (7:04), making 15 Board 
Members present online (the GHSNC quorum is nine). 

 
Launa Bogartz received 12 votes for Treasurer (Amador, Benedetto, Bogartz, 
Jordan, Kolstad, Lamonica, Oliver, Ronquillo, Sanderson, Serrano, Brad Smith 
and Toumayan); zero opposed; three abstained (Horn, Karam and Chavon 
Smith). 
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Launa Bogartz was elected as GHSNC Treasurer. 
 

V. Appointment of Financial Officers of the Board 
Neighborhood Council Bank Card Holder 
Second Card Holder 
Second Signer 

 
MOTION (by Ms. Toumayan, seconded by Mr. Benedetto): The Granada Hills 
South Neighborhood Council appoints  
Colleen Toumayan as Bank Card Holder;  
Mike Benedetto as Second Card Holder; and  
Colleen Toumayan as Second Signer. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 12 in 
favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Amador, Benedetto, Bogartz, Jordan, Kolstad, Lamonica, 
Oliver, Ronquillo, Sanderson, Serrano, Brad Smith and Toumayan); zero 
opposed; three abstained (the GHSNC does not count abstentions) (Horn, 
Karam and Chavon Smith). 
 

Alternate Signer (optional) 
 
Chavon Smith and Sally Kolstad were nominated as Alternate Signer. 
 
Chavon Smith received eight votes (Amador, Jordan, Lamonica, Oliver, 
Ronquillo, Sanderson, Brad Smith and Chavon Smith); Sally Kolstad received 
four votes (Benedetto, Bogartz, Kolstad and Toumayan; three abstained (Horn, 
Karam and Serrano). 
 
Chavon Smith was appointed as GHSNC Alternate Signer. 
 

VII. Appointment and board approval of Committee Chairs and members. 
[The Agenda showed that this Item #VII followed #V; there are two #VII’s.] 

 
Mr. Benedetto appointed the following Committee Chairs: 

Education: Abbey Ronquillo; 
Planning and Land Use Management: Jerilyn Mendoza; 
Public Safety: Brad Smith; 
Outreach: Colleen Toumayan; 
Beautification: Carlos Amador; 
Seniors: Sally Kolstad; 
Cultural Affairs: Emayatzy Oliver; and 
Homelessness: John Horn. 

 
MOTION (by Mr. Benedetto, seconded by Mr. Amador): The Granada Hills South 
Neighborhood Council appoints the following Committee Chairs: 



Granada Hills South NC    General Board Meeting Minutes    __. _, 2021    Pg. 4 of 6 
 

Education: Abbey Ronquillo; 
Planning and Land Use Management: Jerilyn Mendoza; 
Public Safety: Brad Smith; 
Outreach: Colleen Toumayan; 
Beautification: Carlos Amador; 
Seniors: Sally Kolstad; 
Cultural Affairs: Emayatzy Oliver; and 
Homelessness: John Horn. 
 
DISCUSSION: Stakeholder Mark Morris supported Ms. Ronquillo as the Education 
Chair.  Mr. Cupen-Ames noted that the PLUM Committee Chair, if they haven’t 
already, needs to complete Planning 101 Training. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 15 eligible voters present with 13 in favor 
(“Yes” or “Aye”) (Amador, Benedetto, Bogartz, Jordan, Kolstad, Lamonica, Oliver, 
Ronquillo, Sanderson, Serrano, Chavon Smith, Brad Smith and Toumayan); zero 
opposed; two abstained (the GHSNC does not count abstentions) (Horn and 
Karam). 
 

VI. Public Comment 
Brian Allen, of the Aliso Canyon Community Advisory Group (CAG) reported that 
some members don’t believe the County Department of Public Health study; the 
members established a non-profit organization to conduct a separate health study 
and will have Town Hall meetings on August 14th and 16th.  Stakeholder Mark Morris 
offered to continue as Education Liaison; Mr. Benedetto will Agendize this for the 
next Board Meeting. 
 

VII. Community Speakers 
A. Council District 12 (Matt Vallecilla) 

Matthew Vallecilla, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 12 Councilman John Lee 
[ofc. 818-882-1212; Matthew.Vallecilla@LACity.org; www.CD12.org], was not 
present and there was no report. 
 

B. LAUSD District 3 (Tara Vahdani) 
Tara Vahdani, Deputy Director of Community Engagement for LAUSD Board 
Member Scott Schmerelson [ofc. 818-654-3785; Tara.Vahdani@lausd.net; 
http://achieve.lausd.net/schmerelson], was not present and there was no report. 
 

C. Mayor’s Office (Vahid Khorsand) 
Vahid Khorsand, West Area Representative for Mayor Eric Garcetti (323-552-
6730; Vahid.Khorsand@LACity.org; http://LAMayor.org), was not present and 
there was no report. 
 

D. DONE, (NEA Freddy Cupen-Ames) 
Mr. Cupen-Ames reported that funding training will be offered.  The Congress of 
Neighborhoods will be Saturday, September 25th.  Regarding fireworks, he 
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reminded that “any and all types are illegal to use or sell within the City of L.A.”  
He said that fireworks especially affect “pets, vets and kids.”  He encouraged 
taking an online illegal fireworks survey at 
http://surveys.mysafela.org/index.php/642974?lang=en.  Report illegal fireworks 
at https://complaint.lacity.org/Complaint/fireworks.  Mr. Cupen-Ames will email 
document templates to the Board. 
 

E. Budget Advocate (Brian Allen) 
Mr. Allen reported for the BA’s [http://BudgetAdvocates.org]. 
 

F. Congressional District 29 (Osvaldo Ramirez) 
Osvaldo Ramirez, Field Representative for U.S. 29th District of California 
Congressman Tony Cardenas [ofc. 818-221-3718; cell 818-388-0685; 
Osvaldo.Ramirez@mail.house.gov; http://cardenas.house.gov], was not present 
and there was no report. 
 

G. Congressional District 30 (Mikalye Lowrey) 
Mikayle Lowery, a Field Deputy for U.S. 30th District of California Congressman 
Brad Sherman [818-501-9200; Mikayle.Lowery@mail.house.gov; 
https://sherman.house.gov], was not present and there was no report. 
 

H. LAPD Senior Lead Officer or alternate rep (Lead Officers 
Sellers/Parker/Volunteer Richard Fisk) 
Stakeholder Richard Fisk, for Phillip Sellers, an LAPD Devonshire Division Senior 
Lead Officer [office 818-756-9011; 31934@LAPD.LACity.org; 
http://www.LAPDonline.org/devonshire_community_police_station], reported that 
Patrol Captain Weber was replaced by Anthony Espinoza, who starts August 1st.  
Mr. Fisk later added that the Devonshire Division will have a “ride around” to spot 
potential fire hazards. 
 

Board Member Launa Bogartz left at this time (7:49), making 14 Board Members 
present online (the GHSNC quorum is nine). 

 
VIII. Approval of minutes from June 3, 2021 Regular Meeting. 

 
MOTION (by Mr. Benedetto, seconded by Ms. Kolstad): The Granada Hills 
South Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its June 3, 2021 Regular 
Board Meeting as written. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present with 13 in 
favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Amador, Benedetto, Jordan, Karam, Kolstad, Lamonica, 
Oliver, Ronquillo, Sanderson, Serrano, Chavon Smith, Brad Smith and 
Toumayan); zero opposed; one abstained (the GHSNC does not count 
abstentions) (Horn). 
 

Approval of minutes from June 22, 2021 Special Meeting. 
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MOTION (by Mr. Benedetto, seconded by Ms. Kolstad): The Granada Hills 
South Neighborhood Council approves the Minutes of its June 22, 2021 Special 
Board Meeting as written. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a roll call vote of the 14 eligible voters present with 13 in 
favor (“Yes” or “Aye”) (Amador, Benedetto, Jordan, Karam, Kolstad, Lamonica, 
Oliver, Ronquillo, Sanderson, Serrano, Chavon Smith, Brad Smith and 
Toumayan); zero opposed; one abstained (the GHSNC does not count 
abstentions) (Horn). 
 

IX. Board Member comments and submission of agenda items. 
 
Mr. Amador said that the Beautification Committee will discuss watering of the 
deodar trees on White Oak; it is being coordinated with the City Urban Forestry 
Department.  Board Members expressed interest and appreciation for new and 
former Board Members.  Brad Smith reported that the LADOT is considering 
“improvements” at Jamba Juice at Lindley and Chatsworth; he encouraged 
contacting him with questions.  Ms. Kolstad and Mr. Benedetto thanked Mr. 
Beauvais for “years and years of service” to the GHSNC and the community.  Mr. 
Benedetto will propose a Retreat to educate the Board; Mr. Cupen-Ames agreed to 
participate.  Mr. Benedetto announced that the Granada Hills Street Faire will be in 
October; the holiday tree lighting will be December 3rd and the Holiday Parade will 
be December 5th. 
 

X. Adjournment 
 
MOTION to ADJOURN (by Mr. Amador, seconded by Ms. Kolstad). 
 
MOTION to ADJOURN PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
The Meeting was ADJOURNED at 8:11 p.m. 
 

The first paragraph of some Items, Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have 
been copied from the Agenda.  Minutes written by DL, possibly edited by the GHSNC.  
The GHSNC Board Meeting Minutes page is http://www.ghsnc.org/resources/minutes-
and-agendas. 



                   Proposed Committee Chairs and members 

 

OUTREACH                                                                             BEAUTIFICATION 

Colleen Toumayan, Co-Chair                                               Carlos Amador, Chair                                                            

Mike Benedetto, Co-chair                                                     George Karam 

Sally Kolstad, Asst Co-Chair          Emayatzy Oliver 

Abbey Ronquillo                       Chavon Smith 

Michael Jorden           Jerilyn Lopez Mendoza 

Christine Lamonica                         

Varej Isanians               CULTURAL AFFAIRS    

                         Emayatzy Oliver, Chair 

PLUM                                                                                       Chavon Smith    

Jerilyn Lopez Mendoza, Chair                                              Launa Bogartz 

George Karam                                                                        Christine LaMonica 

Michael Jordan                      Carlos Amador 

Carolyn Sanderson 

Brad Smith             HOMELESSNESS 

              John Horn, Chair 

PUBLIC SAFETY                        Colleen Tourmayan 

Brad Smith, Chair            Mike Benedetto 

John Horn                                                                                 Abbey Ronquillo 

Carolyn Sanderson                                                                  Chantal Serrano 

Chavon Smith 

Christine LaMonica            Seniors     
           

EDUCATION                         Sally Kolstad, Chair 

              Abbey Ronquillo 

Abbey Ronquillo, Chair            Mike Benedetto   

Chantal Serrano                       Government Affairs (CIS) 

Varej Isanians  

Launa Bogaetz                        John Horn 

              Brad Smith  

Youth Committee                       Varej Isanians 

Abbey Ronquillo, Chair                      Mike Benedetto 

Nirvan Rayamajhi                      Carlos Amador 

Mahima Shyno                                                                                                

Madison Cha                                                                          By-Laws 

Steve                                                                                       Colleen Tourmayan     

                                            Mike Benedetto  

                                                                                                  Brad Smith        
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